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Omaha Churches and Their Acceptance of LGBT People 

LGBT individuals are a minority group that often faces repression and intolerance from 

people who see their sexualities and gender identities as unnatural or wrong. Many different 

factors play into what a person is accepting of toward LGBT people and whether they should be 

married or not. For many people religion is one of these factors, some religions are completely 

tolerant or intolerant of different social ideas such as gay marriage, pre-marital sex, and other 

debated topics. However, religions sometimes have varying opinions within denominations or 

even the individual places of worship. One religion that follows this in between pattern is 

Christianity. There are many different denominations of Christianity and each denomination 

chooses its own way of interpreting the religion’s holy text, the Bible. Some denominations 

strictly dictate that they always will or never will accept gay marriage in their churches. Others 

lie more in the middle on the subject and will not make rulings for the whole denomination, but 

will allow each church to make their own ruling on what to allow. Furthermore, there are endless 

combinations of attitudes towards LGBT people in the church. Some churches don’t mind LGBT 

people participating in the services but will not perform LGBT marriages while other churches 

may uphold and honor these LGBT marriages if a couple enters their church already married but 

will not perform the marriages themselves. 

 

“Gay et al. (1996) stressed the importance of a denominational split along conservative and 

liberal lines. They noted that Jewish and unaffiliated respondents tended to have the most 

accepting attitudes toward gays and lesbians over this period. Southern Baptists and other 

fundamentalist and Evangelical denominations by far reported the least accepting attitudes. 

Catholics, Methodists, Episcopalians,, Presbyterians, and Lutherans (traditionally understood as 

Mainline denominations) were in the middle. More recently, scholars have noted a consensus of 
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public opinion research around a significant overall trend toward greater tolerance of gay and 

lesbian sexuality,” (Wright, Nathan). 

This study will demonstrate how different churches may discourage or include LGBT 

individuals. 

 The secondary data analysis performed by this group used church websites to evaluate 

whether or not different denominations of Christian churches in Omaha showed support for 

LGBT individuals. We used the following five questions to evaluate each website; 1. Does the 

website mention anything about LGBT? 2. Does the church have any support programs geared 

towards LGBT individuals? 3. Does the church perform LGBT weddings? 4. If the church 

discusses LGBT people, is it in a negative or positive way? 5. If LGBT people are discussed, are 

all individuals included or just a few (ex: only gays and lesbians but not transgender people)? 

The group performed secondary data analysis on 15 different church websites, five Lutheran, 

five Catholic, and five miscellaneous (Baptist, Evangelical, and Community Churches).  

Lutheran 

 One of these Christian denominations that falls more in the middle is the Lutheran 

denomination. In fact, the two largest denominations of this church are split in how they view 

gay marriage. These two largest groups are the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 

and the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS). The ELCA church is the bigger church 

nationwide but in Omaha there are more LCMS churches present. These two main bodies have 

different stances on LGBT marriages and LGBT sex and behaviors. The ELCA allows each 

congregation to make their own decisions on allowing their church to perform LGBT marriages, 

but the ELCA overall does allow LGBT pastors and church leaders. On the other side of the 

spectrum is the LCMS. This denomination does not allow LGBT marriage nor does it tolerate 
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LGBT individuals. Since the majority of churches in Omaha are LCMS, the majority of Lutheran 

churches do not tolerate LGBT individuals in the Omaha area. The third largest Lutheran group 

in the nation and in Omaha is the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS). This group, 

like LCMS, is intolerant of LGBT individuals and does not allow same sex marriages under any 

circumstances.  

This goes to show there are very few Lutheran church options for LGBT individuals in 

Omaha, where they can be open about their sexual orientations and gender identities and still feel 

accepted. Since both LCMS and WELS, churches are purely against LGBT people and some 

ELCA churches may choose not to support the LGBT community leaving them churchless in 

Omaha. Considering that the city of Omaha is much more liberal than other parts of the state, 

there are probably not many other safe Lutheran churches for LGBT individuals across the state 

of Nebraska either. The secondary data analysis gathered for Lutheran churches would support 

the theory that there are not many Lutheran places of worship that are inclusive to LGBT 

individuals. Only one fifth of the Lutheran churches’ websites even discussed LGBT people 

saying that “Christ has made us one we acknowledge that this reconciliation extends to ALL 

people regardless of age, race, abilities, gender, gender identities, or sexual orientation” 

flcomaha.org). None of the other Lutheran church websites directly mentioned LGBT 

individuals, let alone mentioned them in a positive light. The only other possible mention of 

LGBT individuals and their right to marry was unclear and indirect saying, “marriage is under 

attack,” (Divine Shepherd Lutheran Church). Even the church that respected and was inclusive 

of LGBT individuals did not mention any support groups or resources for LGBT people 

specifically. Since there was not a single support group through any churches for LGBT, 

individuals it is easy to believe that LGBT people may have trouble finding support from their 
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churches and their fellow Lutheran Christians. Even though the different ELCA churches have 

the right to choose whether to allow same sex marriages and LGBT individuals into their 

churches, information gathered from the secondary data analysis would show that most of the 

ELCA churches are following Nebraska’s more conservative tendencies. The conclusions drawn 

from the secondary data analysis show that in Omaha, Nebraska more often than not, the 

Lutheran church is not inclusive of LGBT people. 

Baptist, Evangelical, and Community Churches  

Baptist Church websites did not mention anything related to LGBT communities. 

Evangelical churches turned out to be the same way, in that their website did not offer any 

information pertaining to LGBTs.  

On the other hand, looking at Community Churches, they mentioned LGBTs. 

Metropolitan Community Church of Omaha says, “In 1985 MCC Omaha was present in the first 

Pride parade, and has marched in each year in Omaha’s Pride parade since then,” (Metropolitan 

Community Church of Omaha, MCC Omaha). It also says, “MCC Omaha has engaged in a 

comprehensive makeover of its property…Much of this work has been supported by those 

outside the church from the larger LGBT community,” (MCC Omaha). Countryside Community 

Church also mentions LGBTs. 

 Websites for the Baptist, and Evangelical churches did not mention any programs geared 

towards LGBT individuals, although West Omaha Baptist Church “[Offers] lots of programs but 

nothing for LGBT,” says Pastor Doug Robertson. Hope Evangelical Free Church pastor said, 

“We have overcomer classes, but nothing specific toward LGBTs.” Overcomer classes would 

qualify as people who are trying to get past addictions with drugs or alcohol, or with not being 

heterosexual. 
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Countryside Community Church and Metropolitan Community Church of Omaha both 

have programs and welcome LGBT individuals. At Countryside Community Church, they have a 

program called “LGBT 101” which includes “everything you’ve ever wanted to know about the 

lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender community…facts about orientation and gender 

identity…it’s to educate about LGBT issues and increase awareness about gender identity and 

expression,” (Countryside Community Church).  

 The Baptist churches do not perform LGBT weddings, one church says, “Weddings are 

the sacred union of a woman and a man in the sight of God and those we love…the beginning of 

a marriage where God honored and where husband and wife live together in mutual love and 

respect for the glory of God,” (Omaha First Baptist Church). The Antioch Evangelical Church 

website says, “’… the Creator made them male and female and said for this reason a man will 

leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh. So they 

are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate.’” 

Talking to the Pastor from Living Hope Omaha, he said, “’we don’t believe you are free to 

[marry the same sex] based on our understanding of God’s word.’” 

 In the research, one Evangelical church, Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church, performs 

LGBT weddings, but “hasn’t made it open to the public because they just made it official and 

haven’t had a chance to update their website or have a congregation meeting about it,” (Laaker, 

Damon, Pastor). Countryside Community Church and Metropolitan Community Church of 

Omaha both officiate LGBT weddings, but do not publicly have it on their websites.  

 Most websites from the Baptist and Evangelical churches did not discuss LGBT people 

or their communities. Even though they would “welcome” them into their church, they would not 

marry them. The exception of this, are the two Community Churches, where they positively 
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discussed LGBT people and the community in which they can provide for them. On those 

Community Church websites, they discussed all LGBTQ and have even talked about their 

participation in Omaha’s Pride Parade (see picture below).  

 

“Rev. Eric Elnes of Countryside Community Church and others of the local clergy releasing the proclamation to the 

public. (Heartland Clergy for Inclusion).” 

Catholic 

The St. Peter Catholic Church talks in their natural family planning section about the 

procreation between a man and a woman. It does not discuss an adoption option for parents 

unable to procreate. The website depicted a picture of man and woman in marriage. This is 

typical of course but does not mention anything about same sex marriage, which gives the idea 

that it is not accepted. There is not anything specifically about the LGBT community on the 

website but subtly it hints at staying true to the bible.  
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St. Wenceslaus Catholic Church uses words like “couple” and “partner” when referring 

to marriage. In addition, it talks about having respect for all people and the lives of everyone. 

When discussing marriage under the sacraments, it clearly states the “bride” and “groom” when 

referring to those who plan to being marry. Once again, there was not much about the LGBT 

community, as it does not use any specific words or phrases that would point us in the direction 

whether this church is for or against this topic.   

St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church talks about how they tackle social issues going on 

such as pro-life and to push away the death penalty in Nebraska but does not mention anything 

about the LGBT community. This topic would go against their values of loving all people, which 

is why none of these websites discusses this topic:   

“The Sacrament of Marriage is a covenant which God establishes between a man and a woman 

for a partnership of their whole lives. Through their marriage, they provide what is good for their 

relationship and open themselves to the procreation and education of children. This marriage 

bond is to help one another to attain holiness in their married life and forming their children in 

the Christian life.”  

This church clearly does not support gay marriage and discusses forming children to not 

be LGBTQ.  

St. Margaret Mary Catholic School and Parish mentions in its marriage section that 

marriage is between a man and a woman and continues to say that other Catholic churches may 

allow same sex marriage but they have wandered away from God’s laws of marriage. While 

reading the marriage section, there was hostility towards this topic. Within their values, they 

state that they welcome all into their parish and that they love and respect all people. There is a 
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registration form that a member must fill out before becoming a part of this church and it has the 

new member fill out information regarding the male head of household and the female head of 

household. The registration form gives no other options in regards to LGBT. 

St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic Church has the shortest requirements under marriage 

preparation than any of the other churches. It is short and simple, using the word “couple” 

instead of gender based nouns. Under natural family planning, it lists the advantages of using this 

resource and mentions that it is morally acceptable. This idea attacks any same sex marriage, as 

they are unable to procreate unless they choose so out of wedlock. That would be considered a 

sin and morally unacceptable. While discussing men’s groups within the church, the website 

talks about spouses but later mentions wives instead. The group mentioned was created to help 

men become better husbands and fathers. This can be done by any man so to use the word “wife” 

would assume only straight men could join this group.   

 Almost all of the sites are largely against same sex marriage but are loving of all people 

meaning that anyone is allowed to join in on their services and be a part of the church. It seems 

that these people do not have hatred towards the LGBT community. They are just trying to 

follow the rules of God as they see them.   

 Another issue is that none of these churches had groups or even mentioned anything 

about discussing religion with the LGBT community. If same sex marriage is going to be an 

issue for a member of the church down the road, then there should be some way that this person 

can find resources and people to talk too. In addition, if a church is welcoming or unwelcoming 

of the LGBT community, it should openly let the public know. Otherwise, these people could go 

into the church and be put in an uncomfortable situation when they find out that the church they 
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have chosen to go to does not accept them. This could also cause an uproar as well. If a church 

decides to not allow anyone in the LGBT community to be a member then there could be many 

angry people going against that church. This would explain why it is so difficult to find 

information on these websites pertaining to this issue. 

St. Margaret Mary is the only Catholic Church out of the five that require a registration 

form to become a member of the church. It seems to be the strictest of all the churches when it 

comes to allowing entrance and marriage rights.   

In the Omaha area of Nebraska Baptists, and Catholics are the most likely to disagree 

with same sex couples and their marriages. The Lutheran churches of Omaha fall somewhere in 

the middle but follow the trend of the Baptist and Catholic churches and tend to disagree with 

LGBT individuals getting married. The Community churches of Omaha seem to be the most 

accepting of LGBT individuals and both that were analyzed performs LGBT marriages. One 

issue that could play a part in the church’s decision to accept or disagree with the lives of LGBT 

individuals is their definition of sex and gender identity. Our textbook defines sex as “the 

reproductive system” an individual is born with and gender identity as “how a person defines 

themselves as masculine or feminine.” The church may only accept one sexuality, heterosexual, 

and may only recognize one gender identity. Most rely on procreation as a key pillar of marriage 

as defined by the word of God; therefore, LGBT individuals would not fit the Christian religion’s 

definition.  

From our data analysis, we concluded that most churches in the Omaha area do not 

accommodate LGBT individuals. Most churches will allow LGBT individuals to be involved in 

the church programs and services but will not officiate their marriages; the exception to this 
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would be a few Community and Lutheran churches. The majority of Omaha churches that do 

support the LGBT lifestyle do not offer any special groups or support specifically geared towards 

LGBT’s. In conclusion, the Christian community will accept LGBTs into their churches but do 

not fully accept their lifestyle or marriages. 
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